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Renewable Energy Camps Help Students Explore Wind Energy and Biofuels
Career Camps for Young Adults Offered in Canby and Granite Falls
Students and recent graduates from Marshall and Yellow Medicine East High Schools in Minnesota, and Brandon High School in South Dakota had a unique opportunity this past June to explore career opportunities in the fast-growing, renewable energy industry.  On June 14th-16th fifteen students attended a Wind Energy camp on the Minnesota West Community and Technical College Canby campus. A Biofuels Camp was held for thirteen students on June 21st-23rd on the Minnesota West Community and Technical College Granite Falls campus.
Each of the three-day summer career exploration camps were offered through an innovative program called Minnesota Camps to Careers, a program that provides students the opportunity to gain career exposure and skills.  Participants in the two renewable energy camps received hands-on experience, classroom instruction and professional career development guidance, including help in obtaining internships to acquire real job experience, on-the-job training to build networks within the renewable energy industry, and improving job readiness when seeking permanent employment.
The renewable energy sector includes careers in engineering, installation and repair, production and construction, offering median wages ranging from $26,000 to $84,000 a year.  “These are exciting, stimulating and high-wage careers and there’s a lot of opportunity for young people who are interested in launching themselves into an expanding industry sector,” said Cheryl Glaeser, Program Officer with the Southwest Initiative Foundation.  “Minnesota’s ethanol industry was projected to generate $3 billion in 2010, supporting over 8,000 jobs.  The wind industry is also expanding supporting nearly 3,000 jobs as Minnesota ranks fourth in nation for installed capacity.
  
Watch for more information about additional camps to be held in the summer of 2012.  
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To view a video on Camps to Careers, visit www.campstocareers.org. 

 
